Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.017 Å; R factor = 0.094; wR factor = 0.122; data-to-parameter ratio = 6.6.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 28 H 20 N 2 O 2 Á-0.5C 2 H 5 OH, contains two independent molecules of 1,1 0 -[ophenylenebis(nitrilomethylidyne)]di-2-naphthol, denoted A and B, and one ethanol solvent molecule. The hydroxy groups are involved in intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds influencing the molecular conformations, which are slightly different in molecules A and B, where the two bicyclic systems form dihedral angles of 51.93 (9) and 58.52 (9) , respectively. In the crystal structure, a number of short intermolecular CÁ Á ÁC contacts with distances of less than 3.5 Å suggest the existence of -interactions, which contribute to the stability of the crystal packing. 
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Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. 
Table 2
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Jacobsen and Katsuki first reported their significant success using chiral manganese (III) salen Schiff base catalysts in the asymmetric epoxidation of unfunctionalized olefins (Zhang et al., 1990) . In this paper, we report the crystal structure of the title compound, (I), obtained by the reaction of o-phenylenediamine and 2-hydroxy-1-naphthaldehyde.
All bond lengths and angles in (I) have normal values (Eltayeb et al., 2007) . The asymmetric unit of (I) contain two independent molecules (A and B) and one ethanol solvent molecule (Fig. 1) . In A, the dihedral angles C12-C17/C1-C10, C12-C17/C19-C28 and C1-C10/C19-C28 are 4.71 (9), 51.28 (9) and 55.97 (7) °, respectively. In B, the dihedral angles C40-C45/C29-C38, C40-C45/C48-C56 and C29-C38/C48-C56 are 1.80 (9), 58.29 (9) and 59.84 (6) °, respectively. The hydroxyl groups are involved in intramolecular O-H···N hydrogen bonds (Table 2 ) influencing the molecular conformations.
In the crystal, a number of short intermolecular C···C contacts with the distances less than 3.5 Å (Table 1) suggest an existence of π-π interactions, which contribute to the crystal packing stability.
Experimental
To a solution of o-phenylenediamine (3 mmol) in ethanol (30 ml) was added 2-hydroxy-1-naphthaldehyde (6 mmol). The mixture was refluxed with stirring for 20 min. An orange precipitate was then obtained. Red crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction analysis formed after several weeks on slow evaporation of a ethanol solution at room temperature. Elemental analysis: calculated for C 58 H 46 N 4 O 5 : C 79. 25, H 5.27, N 6.37%; found: C 79.28, H 5.22 , N 6.45%.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5 U eq (C). The H atoms of hydroxyl were placed in idealized positions , O-H 0.82%/A, the U iso (H) values were set at 1.5 U eq (O). In the absence of any significant anomalous scatterers in the compound, the 3833 Friedel pairs were merged before the final refinement. 
where 
